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Ȱ#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÒÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ×Å ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅȠ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ ÄÏ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ×Å ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ ÄÏȢ  !ÌÌ ÔÈÅÙ ÎÅÅÄ ÉÓ Á ÖÏÔÅ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÃÅ from 
grownups, whom they will ultimately replace anyway.  Their dreams today will become the realities of tomorrow." 

   This quote comes from a powerful book I 
read recently by Dr. Wess Stafford, presi-
dent and CEO of Compassion International, 
an incredible ministry which pairs impov-
erished children around the world with 
financial sponsors.  One of my favorite 
things about this ministry is that Compas-
sion goes far beyond seeking to meet the 
monetary needs of the children and com-
munities it serves.  They seek first to share 
Christ in both word and deed.  Going even 
further however, Compassion ministers to 
children through relationships and pro-
grams designed to break the cycles of pain, 
dysfunction, and hopelessness which often 
accompany poverty.  One neat way that 
Compassion does this is by urging donors 
to develop a relationship with their spon-
sored children by writing letters, sending 
pictures, and sharing their family and faith.  
The book, entitled Too Small to Ignore, em-
phatically reminds us how vital it is for 
children to know that they are cherished, 
ÁÎÄ $ÒȢ 3ÔÁÆÆÏÒÄȭÓ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÓÔÉÒÒÅÄ 
my passion to come alongside and em-
power children who have bought into the 
lie that they have nothing of value to offer. 
 

   Each child you encounter has been fear-
ÆÕÌÌÙ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌÌÙ ÍÁÄÅȣÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÁÇÅ 
of the Creator Himself!  For this reason 
alone, each one has innate value and im-
measurable worth in His eyes.  Here is 
 the tragedy:   the most common  
denominator I see in child after child  
at the Ranch is a devastating lack of self  

 
worth - a complete inability to believe 
they have value in this world.    

    

     I see it in children who refuse to pick 
their eyes up off of the ground when they 
talk to you.  I see it in slumped shoulders 
and defeated hearts that have given up 
before they have even tried.  I hear it over 
ÁÎÄ ÏÖÅÒȢ   Ȱ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÄÏ ÉÔȢȱ    Ȱ)ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ 
enough, big enough, smart enough, you-
fill -in-the-ÂÌÁÎË ÅÎÏÕÇÈȢȱ   !ÎÄ ÍÙ ÈÅÁÒÔ 
breaks.   
 

     (ÅÒÅ ÉÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÔÒÕÔÈȡ   ÁÐÁÒÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÎÙȤ
thing we do or any gift we possess, we are 
loved.  Unconditionally.  We are valuable - 
simply because we are His most cherished 
ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȢ  )Ô ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÙ ÏÆ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ 
heart ɀ every ÈÕÍÁÎȭÓ heart - to know this 
as reality in our lives.  But somewhere 
along the way, the enemy has barged in 
and stolen this precious truth from so 
many children and, in its absence, left 
them drowning in an ocean of insecurity 
and pain.    
 

     Satan is a master at crafting ammuni-
tion,  unique to each victim and tailor 
made to cause as much damage as possi-
ble:  a father who never bothered to show 
up;  a cycle of abuse or addiction that has 
never been broken;  a home where de-
structive words are given free reign while 
affirmation is non-existent.    

     Sometimes it is as subtle as not meas-
uring up to the outrageous standards 
our society has set for achieving its 
counterfeit brand of beauty and success. 

 

     4ÒÕÔÈÆÕÌÌÙȟ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÎË Á ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÏÎÅ 
of us makes it into adulthood com-
pletely unscathed by the flaming darts 
of the enemy.  Most of us do not have to 
look too far into the chambers of our 
hearts to find scars left behind by care-
less words, broken promises, and unmet 
needs - injuries sustained when those 
who were supposed to love us fell short 
and left behind wounds that fester and 
continue to cause pain long after they 
are inflicted.   And in our pain we often 
lash out, inflicting wounds of our own 
and perpetuating the vicious cycle of 
hopelessness.   

 

     Praise God that this is the hope of the 
Gospel!  While we are powerless to stop 
the cycle on our own, God paid the ulti-
mate price that we may be free.  Despite 
bookstores filled with row after row of 
self help books, millions of dollars spent 
on therapists and counseling, the reality 
is that we are powerless to heal our-
selves apart from the sacrifice of Christ.   

 

     But incredibly, miraculously, incon-
ceivably, by His wounds we are healed 
and He does not stop there.  It gets even 
better!    

Contôd on page 2 



 

  
God desires far more than to simply heal our wounded hearts.  He wants to redeem them.  Just as the enemy crafts custom 
made darts intended to steal, kill and destroy, the Creator of the universe has a tailor made plan designed to redeem every 
ounce of pain and struggle that Satan intended for evil in your life, and turn it into something beautiful ɀ a reflection of His 
glory so that others may see and be drawn to Him.   

 

This is the heart of Refuge.  That God will take what He has redeemed and use it for His glory.  I have marveled as He pairs chil-
dren with mentors who, because of their own struggles and stories, have the unique ability to offer hope to that  child in that 
particular circumstance.  Over and over again, I have seen Him rebuild ruined lives into something more beautiful than could 
ever have been imagined and then use that unique life and story to speak hope to another hurting soul. 

 

Every encounter you have with a child offers you the same opportunity!  To act as a shield,  
to share the faith that extinguishes the flaming darts of the enemy, to allow your own life to be a  
reflection of the Living God who is the only power in heaven and on earth that can free hurting   
people from their pain; to share your  own story of redemption and hope that 
they may know He has a story and a plan for their lives as well;  to 
remind them that they are cherished and  valuable and loved.    
 
Each interaction you have  with a child, no matter how  
brief, is a divine appointment  
where you can choose to make 
 an eternal impact in that precious  
life.   The smallest actions  
can make every difference  
and it only takes a  
moment to share a  
few words  that  
encourage, bless, and  
build up a heart.   
Take the time!   
There is no greater  
investment you can  
make. 
 

Contôd from page 1 

Special Thanks This year, a new volunteer  

has been on a mission to beau-

tify the Ranch:  planting, de-

signing and landscaping. We 

just want to say a special 

thanks to Diane for all of her 

hard work!  The Ranch looks  

amazing and we have been so 

blessed by your creativity and 

generosity.  We trust that the 

Lord will use the beauty you 

have sown here to minister to 

others for years to come!  

 

 

Mark Your Calendar!  
Refuge Ranch Mane Event 

3rd Annual Open Barn and Chili Cookoff 

OCTOBER  2,  2010  

3333 - 8 p.m. 
Bounce House 

Chili, Burgers, 
Brats, & Dogs 

Games 

Face Painting 

Silent Auction 

Music 

Bonfire, and much 
more! 

Come and celebrate the close of another 
wonderful season with us!  See you there! 



Yes, I would like to partner with  
Refuge Ranch! 

Refuge Ranch is a 501c3 non profit 
organization.  All gifts are tax deducti-
ble and will be acknowledged by a quar-
terly contribution receipt.  If you would 
prefer not to receive a contribution receipt, 
please note that with your donation. 

Payment Method: 
 

�‰�� I have enclosed a check 
payable to Refuge Ranch for 
$________________. 
 
�‰�� I would like to commit  a  
monthly donation in the amount of  
$________________.   Please 
�V�H�Q�G���P�H���R�Q�H���\�H�D�U�·�V���V�X�S�S�O�\���R�I���S�U�H-
addressed envelopes.   
 
Send donations to :   
Refuge Ranch,  
3845 Delay Rd., 
Pawnee, IL  62558�� ��
��
You can also make your donation 
by credit card  or PayPal at: 
 
www.refuge- ranch.org 
 
 
My Donation is: 
 
�‰�� In Honor 
of :________________________ 
 
�‰�� In Memory 
of :________________________ 
 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: 
 
Name: _____________________ 
 
Address:  ___________________ 
 
City:  _____________________ 
 
State:  _______ Zip:  __________ 
 
Email:  ____________________ 

For more information on how you can get involved, check out our website at www.refuge-ranch.org 

Reflections From a Mom 

      Refuge Ranch has been such a blessing to our family.  This is our second season at the 

Ranch.  My daughter has benefited from her time here greatly.  When she started a few years 

ago she was very shy and quiet.  After only a few sessions, her confidence began to increase.  

It is difficult for me to put into words the feelings that I experience when I watch her working 

with the horses or when she is interacting with her mentor.  She is in 6th grade now and facing 

new challenges this year.  It is great to know that she has a mentor that will give her good, 

solid information to assist her in developing her character.  She and her mentor talk about  

many issues that girls her age are dealing with like bullies, popularity, and relationships with 

parents. 
 

 When we started coming to the Ranch nearly 2 years ago our primary goal was for 

her to learn about horses and how to ride.  We met that goal quickly and she is very comfort-

able around the horses.  However, somewhere in the middle of it all she found a new purpose 

for her trips to Refuge Ranch.  She found love, support, encouragement, and counsel.  This 

�V�H�D�V�R�Q���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���F�U�D�]�\���D�Q�G���V�K�H���K�D�V�Q�¶�W���E�H�H�Q���D�E�O�H���W�R���U�L�G�H���P�X�F�K���D�W���D�O�O�������2�Q�H���Z�H�H�N�����W�K�H���K�R�U�V�H�V���K�D�G��
just gotten their yearly vaccinations, and the rain has been a huge factor this year.  But sur-

prisingly, even on the days when she was able to ride she chose not to and simply completed 

chores with her mentor.  It bothered me a little and I wondered what was going on?  Did 

�V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���K�D�S�S�H�Q�"�����:�D�V���V�K�H���Q�H�U�Y�R�X�V�"�����:�K�D�W���L�V���L�W�"�����7�K�H�Q���,���U�H�D�O�L�]�H�G���V�K�H���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���Q�H�H�G���W�R���U�L�G�H����
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�D�W���L�V�Q�¶�W���Z�K�\���6�+�(���Z�D�Q�W�V���W�R���J�R���W�R���W�K�H���5�D�Q�F�K�����6�K�H���J�R�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���U�D�Q�F�K���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���V�K�H���I�H�H�O�V��
loved and accepted!  At some point she has discovered a new goal for her sessions all on her 

own.  She wants to go to a place where she can be exactly who she is whether she succeeds or 

has to keep practicing.  She is perfect just the way she is!   She enjoys having someone work-

ing side by side with her talking about the important things in her life.    While I  hope she 

will continue to learn about riding and training the horses, I love that she looks forward to 

going to the ranch and has a smile spread across her face the entire time whether or not she 

gets on a horse.   It is so wonderful to see her connect with the mentors  and other kids. 

 

                  I have recommended  

            Refuge Ranch to a number 

              of friends, many of whom 

                 have begun attending 

                 their own sessions. 

                 Each have told me of 

                their positive experiences 

                 as well.  We attend  

                   many of the Round-ups 

                   and have brought sev-

                    eral guests with us.  It 

        is so fun to watch her 

        show the guests  

        around the Ranch 

               with such signs of owner-

             ship.  She takes great pride 

        �L�Q���W�K�H�����5�D�Q�F�K���D�Q�G���,���W�U�X�O�\���G�R�Q�¶�W��
        know what she would do if 

       �V�K�H���F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���W�R���D�W�W�H�Q�G��
       sessions.  We are so thankful 

       to have found the Ranch and 

              �O�R�R�N���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�R���P�D�Q�\���P�R�U�H���\�H�D�U�V���´ 


